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SUBJECT: BICENTENNIAL PROGRAM IN KUOPIO, CAPITAL OF SAVO 

AS PART OF EMBASSY/USIS BICENTENNIAL PROGRAM, AMBASSADOR AUSTAD 
AND 4 EMBASSY OFFICERS VISITED KUOPIO, CAPITAL OF SAVO PROVINCE 
MARCH 10-12. 

THE PROGRAM INCLUDED MEETINGS AND DISCUSSIONS WITH COMMUNIST 
PROVINCIAL GOVERNOR, CHIEF MAYOR, CHAIRMAN OF CITY COUNCIL, 

RECTOR OF KUOPIO UNIVERSITY, LABOR AND BUSINESS LEADERS, ENG- 
LISH TEACHERS, YFU AND AFS RETURNEES AND SPECIAL AUDIENCE WITH 
GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHBISHOP PAUL. 

OTHER EVENTS WERE LECTURES IN SIX OF KUOPIO'S GYMNASIA ON 
BICENTENNIAL, EARLY U.S. HISTORY AND FINNS IN AMERICA BY CAO, 

PO AND ECO. OFF. PROVINCIAL LIBRARY SPONSORED EXHIBIT ON FINNS 
IN AMERICA PUT TOGETHER BY U.S. HISTORIAN BILL COPELAND. 

ONE OF THE HIGHPOINTS OF VISIT WAS MEETING WITH LABOR LEADERS 
ATTENDED BY 40 TOP LABOR REPRESENTATIVES IN SAVO. 32 WERE 
COMMUNIST AND 8 SOCIAL DEMOCRATS. LABOR LEADERS ASKED AMB- 
ASSADOR AND LAB. ATT. NUMEROUS QUESTIONS ABOUT U.S. LABOR AND 
SOCIAL POLICY. LABOR LEADERS WERE VISIBLY IMPRESSED WITH 
ANSWERS AND AMBASSADOR'S CANDOR. GENERAL FEELING WAS LABOR LEAD- 
ERS LEFT SESSION WITH MUCH BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF U.S. 

HIGHLIGHT OF VISIT WAS BICENTENNIAL CEREMONY ARRANGED IN CITY 
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ASSISTANCE FROM CITY AND USIS. CEREMONY FEATURED REMARKS BY 
DEPUTY MAYOR, LFAS NATIONAL CHAIRMAN, LFAS CHAPTER CHAIRMAN AND 
MAIN ADDRESS BY AMBASSADOR. CITY ORCHESTRA, LOCAL CHOIR, FOLK 
DANCE GROUP AND USIS SPONSORED BARITONE BEN MARTIN PROVIDED 
ENTERTAINMENT. FULL HOUSE AUDIENCE INCLUDED GOVERNOR, RECTOR, 
CITY OFFICIALS AND MILITARY COMMANDERS OF SAVO DISTRICT. 

PRESS COVERAGE WAS EXCELLENT. AMBASSADOR'S VISIT RECEIVED FRONT 
PAGE COVERAGE IN LOCAL CENTER PARTY NEWSPAPER SAVON SANOMAT 
(CIRC. 75,000). THE COVERAGE FOCUSED PRIMARILY ON AMBASSADOR'S 
PROGRAM AND PRESS CONFERENCE. NOTEWORTHY FEATURE OF COVERAGE 
WAS SAVON SANOMAT EDITORIAL IN ENGLISH AND FINNISH WELCOMING 
AMBASSADOR TO CITY. COMMUNIST NEWSPAPER PRINTED BRIEF ITEM 
ON VISIT. YLEISRADIO REPORTER INTERVIEWED AMBASSADOR AND INTER 
VIEW WAS BROADCAST REGIONALLY SECOND DAY OF VISIT. 
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